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Concept and Script for American Red 
Cross Opioid Overdose Video 

 

 
Concept #2:   
An American Tale (Animation with voiceover) 

We open on a black screen. You can hear a soft drone hum in the 
background. We hear the soundbite of an older woman talking 
about her opioid addiction began— “My doctor told me I’d be 
able to come off ‘em whenever the pain stopped. Just like that.”  

As the woman speaks, a white dot appears with the name “Betsy” 
beside it. The dot begins to pulse in the center of the screen.  

Soon, we hear a young man’s voice sharing his own story.  
“My dad probably had…30, 40 pills left over after his surgery.  
I only took a few—just to see what it felt like. It felt good.” 

Another white dot appears. 

More and more people start to share stories of how opioid 
addiction has touched their lives. These stories cover a diverse 
population—young and old, men and woman, a variety of 
locations, ethnicities, and socioeconomic strata. A map of the 
United States slowly fades in, showing that these narratives are 
widespread. 

For each voice, another white dot and name appears on screen—
but soon, the voices start to overlap, and the dots begin to turn 
red, filling the screen more rapidly. The music reaches its peak. 

Suddenly, we fade to an entirely red screen and complete silence. 
An on-screen message shows the viewer a statistic that shows 
how serious the opioid epidemic is.  

Finally, we fade to white, and display a more positive message 
about how the viewer can empower themselves to recognize the 
signs of opioid addiction and to save someone’s life in the event 
of an overdose. 
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Video Script 

Instructions for actors 

You’re talking to a person, not a camera.  

Try to read the lines as if you haven’t rehearsed them—someone has just asked you about your 
experience, and now you’re trying to figure out how to put it into words in real-time. 

Feel free to adjust certain lines to fit with how you might say them in real life. 

Actor 1 

My doctor told me I’d be able to come off the hydrocodone whenever I felt better. Just like 
that. But by the time the pain had stopped, I noticed the pills helped with more than just the 
pain. Stress from work, trouble sleeping…All I had to do was take a pill to feel better. And I 
always wanted to feel better. 

Actor 2 

I wasn’t like the other kids at my school. I was 16; never smoked, never drank. I had good 
grades, I ran track… One day, I fell and messed up my ankle pretty bad, and the doctor gave me 
some pills to help with the pain. It wasn’t working at first, so mom told me to double the dose. 
First time I tried that…wow. I was in love. 

Actor 3 

My mom was in the hospital for a while, and they were giving her morphine. I remember early 
on, my mom would joke with the nurse about giving her more. It was funny then. But maybe 
we should have paid more attention.  

Now every morning, I wake up and I wonder…well, is mom gonna be ok today?  

I found her one day, passed out, not breathing. I guess I always knew overdosing was a 
possibility…but I told myself, “That’s not gonna happen to mom, that can’t happen to mom.” 

Actor 4 

I was clean for about two months. Then I got fired from work and started using again. It’s so 
hard to quit. I haven’t used in three weeks now, but every day there’s that voice in my head 
telling me I need it. I was strong today, but what about tomorrow? Or the next day?  
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End-of-video slides 

After the animated section of the video, we will feature two static slides with typography. The 
first slide will display a cautionary message based on a statistic: 

Every day in 2016, 116 lives were lost due to opioid overdose. 
They were mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, friends and neighbors. 

The second slide will be a message empowering the viewer to take action. It will read as such: 

Knowing how to respond during an overdose emergency can save lives. 
Are you ready to help? 

 
 


